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In response to several eviction notices left at door by Cowichan Tribes Sustainable Housing 

Department, concerned Cowichan Tribes’ citizens have come together.  Many of the families 

living in rental units have been evicted and have been notified to vacate at the end of July 2011.  

These notices were delivered to the doorstep and some of these individuals did not see the 

eviction notice left.  Cowichan Tribes Sustainable housing department should have delivered 

these notices directly to impacted tenants, so that they guaranteed that the tenants were properly 

notified.  So many of our community have difficulty finding accommodation off-reserve and if 

they are one of the many dependent upon Social programs like income assistant, they will be 

unable to access programs without an off-reserve address.  If these families with children are not 

able to successfully find accommodation, there may be urgent need for shelter for our children.  

These families in many cases have children who may become homeless in this process of 

administrative measures for the units located in the Boys Road region.   

Concerned citizens have expressed that the policies guiding this eviction trend are ambiguous.  

Over-crowding was one of the reasons for eviction.  However, the policy does not clearly state 

what is deemed over-crowding.  The standard therefore is at the discretion of Sustainable 

Housing Manager, Fred Bosma.  Community also question whether fair and consistent 

application of the noise policy has taken place.  Some tenants have received evictions, but have 

not had meetings to discuss allegations of noise disturbances.  It is incumbent upon the 

Cowichan Tribes’ Housing Department and Fred Bosma that complaints are legitimate and 

verified.  The people of the rental units in the Boys Road subdivision, face many social and 

financial challenges.  There is a significant number of tenants dependent on Income assistance 

programs, face barriers to employment, and are young parents who have difficulty securing off-

reserve housing.  Concerned citizens believe that this problem will continue to escalate since half 

the Cowichan Tribes population is under 25 years of age.  If eviction is the method being used to 

address the social issues in our rental units, community feels that there will continue to be 

displaced children, forced into shelters, families crowding into other family residences on 

reserve.  This results in displacing the problem of over-crowding to families in private dwellings, 

where families are not able to properly access income support.   

The housing shortage of the Cowichan Tribes community needs to be addressed.  As half the 

community is forced to live off-reserve,  the ability to access services for schooling and other 

supports are only available to on-reserve band members, the citizens feel that staying on-reserve 

is the only way to access these services.  Band members feel separated from their families when 

they are residing off-reserve.  Citizens want Cowichan Tribes’ Chief and Council to investigate 

the housing policy and eviction notices that have taken place.  In the interim, citizens are asking 

for an emergency meeting of Chief and Council to suspend all evictions until the facts are 



verified.  Fairness and equity are essential to good management and are the right of all band 

members.   

Over the past 10 months, Cowichan Tribes band members have been bringing issues forward to 

Chief and Council.  Several terminations of Cowichan Tribes band members, CP holders access 

to legal rights regarding leases questioning lease agreements, lay-offs of the employees of the 

Cowichan Tribes’s Daycare, proposed summer shut down of the Education Department, access 

to information regarding financial expenditures and access to council minutes.  Submissions to 

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, have been carried out relating to administrative practices 

being carried out by Cowichan Tribes administration offices.  It is not just one group bringing 

forward complaints but a large number of band members impacted by the administrative 

practices of Cowichan Tribes.  Human rights are so important to uphold and ensure, that the 

questions being raised today about our band members who are threatened with eviction need to 

be answered before potential infringement of those human rights are compromised.   

Citizens of the amalgamated tribes of Cowichan want to implore Chief and Council to look at 

our public protest as an opportunity to really engage and hear the concerns of the band citizens.  

Before our families are displaced, we would like a review of these decisions, full disclosure of 

the facts that have taken place and the decision to displace so many families at once.  We also 

want to know that if the evictions are carried out, what supports are in place to find housing for 

these families.  Pursuant to the tenancy act of BC …. “ 


